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one distinction of Wayland is this: it was the first gpot in the United 


States to set the example of a free public library, which was estab. 
Tished mainly through the active interest of the Rev. John Burt 
Wight, a learned theologian, who was ordained minister of Wayland 
in 1815. This gentleman is too much of a student to be widely known: 
but ask the librarian of Harvard College to enumerate the scholars of 
New England, and Mr. Sibley would prokgbly mention Mr. Wight’s name 
among the first. Happening to be Represeiftative for Middlesex in 1851, he 
got from the Legislature an act granting thg power to maintain free public 
libraries in every town of the Commonwealth. Thereupon Wayland estab. : 
lished one, Old Sudbury followed, and several neighboring townsg One day. 
last January the gentry of Wayland, in astonishing numbers, flocked to their\ 
minister’s door and enacted that highly popular play of “A Surprise Party,” \ | 
and these lines, contributed by Dr. T. W. Parsons, were the pleasant epilogue; \ 
No silver wedding summons us, nor gold, Y 
To speak our love, that grows in growing old, ; 
For one whose gift hath been, with voice or pen, q 
To grace the festivals of other men, - & 
Bestowing golden apples, fair and fit, - ca ee ‘g 
In silver pictures—-those of Holy Writ— 34 
To mingle blessings, by the bed of pain, ; 
With smiles of hope, and oft with pity’s rain; 
To be our sunshine, in the jocund hour, % 5 
And thrill the Sacred House with words of power. 


Good words, good works, good counsel, and good heart 3 
Have been, good man! thy skill and only art. 
. If half a century of toilful hands, 4 
And busy brain, leave thee no lord of lands, ‘ : 
Be this thy riches—that we count thee more 
‘Zhan all such treasure as men seek in ore: . : 
Rich in the ruby of a conscience clean— Z 
Rich in those hairs that dignify thy mien— ie 
Rich in thy people’s love, who, most af all, = 
Count themselves rich that heaven prolongs thy call. 
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OUR COMMON SCHOOL SYSTEM, No. XV. 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


WE intended to complete our Review of the Report of the 
Board of Education in this number, but having been requested to 
publish the following remarks of the mover and chief advocate of 
the New Library Law that was published in our last number,. we 
cheerfully comply, because we consider the want of Public 
Libraries to be a serious defect in our system of public instruc- 
tion, which seems to stop short at the very moment when the 
minds of our youth are prepared, by a common school education, 
to go forward, and learn that they have not yet attained to all 
knowledge, and are not already perfect. We shall take an early 
opportunity to enforce the valuable truths contained in the follow- 
ing address, whose careful and considerate perusal we recommend 
to our Board of Education, School Committees, Teachers, and to 
all thoughtful citizens. ED. 


At the session of the Legislature of Massachusetts, last winter, 
a law was passed with great unanimity in both branches, author- 
izing cities and towns to establish and maintain Public Libraries. 
The following remarks of Mr. Wight, of Wayland, on the 


passage of the bill to a third reading in the House, are published 
at the request of members of the Joint Standing Committee or, 
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Education, who thought they might be useful in bringing the sul. 
ject more distinctly and fully before the public mind. 

The universal extension of the advantages of a good education 
has always been a favorite idea with the people of this Common- 
wealth, and a desire to effect this important object is very ap- 
parent in the policy of the government from the first settlement 
of the country to the present time. At an early period, Com- 
mon Schools were established in every town, that the whole 
rising generation might be sufficiently instructed in the necessary 
branches of useful learning; and, if a University was soon 
founded, and Academies were subsequently incorporated and 
endowed, it was that they might be sources of a higher and more 
extensive knowledge, in the enlightening influences of which the 
whole people would, both directly and indirectly, participate. 

Within a few years, a greatly increased interest in the Common 
Schools has been awakened in every part of the State, and much 
has been done for the supply of their deficiencies, and the increase 
of their advantages, by the liberal and judicious measures which 
have been adopted for that purpose. More convenient and 
healthful accommodations have been provided for the scholars, 
and additional qualifications imparted to many of the teachers by 
a special instruction and training in the duties of their office, and 
We may justly hope that under the liberal and judicious manaze- 
ment which has worked so well, there will be a still greater 
adwancement in these humble and unpretending, yet most neces. 
sary and important seminaries of learning. 

It seems to me, however, that, at the present day, we should 
not be entirely satisfied with improving and perfecting this admir- 
able institution of our forefathers. It seems to me, that, in this 
age of unprecedented progress, of excellent expedients, and 
uncommon success In promoting and advancing the best interests 
of society, we may, and should go somewhat beyond them in our 
educational plans and proceedings. They wisely and successfully 
aimed at making a suitable and sufficient provision for the instruc- 
tion and education of all the children within the State. We, 
availing ourselves of the advantages derived from their system of 
universal early instruction, may very properly extend our views 
to the further measure of making a suitable provision for the con- 
tinued instruction and education of the whole people, through all 
the subsequent and much more capable and valuable periods of 
life. This is the principal object, and I think will, sooner or 
later, be the beneficial result of the bill now offered to the consid- 
eration and action of the House. 

It is entitled, ‘* An act to authorize Cities and Towns to estab- 
lish and maintain Public Libraries.” Let me ask your attention 
to some of its features. 
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It does not require the Cities or Towns to act on the subject, 
but only gives the necessary authority, whenever the inhabitants 
shall have become desirous so to do by a suitable consideration of 
its utility and importance. It guards against any lavish and un- 
necessary expenditures which might otherwise be incurred in a 
time of excitement, by confining the appropriations, which may be 
made for the foundation of a library or for its, maintenance, 
within very moderate limits. It authorizes the reception and use 
of any bequests or donations which may be made for either of 
these purposes. It not only precludes the necessity of special 
legislation in cases of this nature, which have occurred and may 
occur, but it also is adapted to suggest, encourage, and promote 
the accomplishment of the important object it has in view. It 
will, unquestionably, lead to the establishment of good public 
libraries in many instances, by making them an object of general 
attention, by enabling intelligent and public spirited individuals 
to avail themselves of the codperation of all their fellow citizens 
in their efforts to introduce them, and by inducing prosperous and 
opulent persons to manifest their attachment to the places of their 
birth or residence, and their desire to be remembered in them as 
benefactors, by providing for them ample sources of information 
and improvement, the benefits of which may extend through 
many successive generations. And more than all this, it will 
place it in the power of the Legislature, at any session, by offer- 
ing a small sum from the education fund, in addition to what may 
be annually raised in every City or Town for the augmentation of 
such a Library, to ensure the formation, increase and permanence 
of such Libraries, in every City and Town in the Commonwealth, 
within a few years. If one third as much should be offered for 
this purpose as is now given in aid of the appropriations for the 
common schools, it would be sufficient for its accomplishment, and 
of what can we feel more assured than that such a small aid, for 
such an object, when asked for, cannot be asked for in vain. 

The reasons for the enactment of the proposed law, may be 
found in the advantages and benefits to be justly expected from 
the establishment and maintenance of Public Libraries in all our 
cities and towns. With the indulgence of the House, I will now 
attempt to bring some of these briefly into view. 

1. Such Libraries are a needful and valuable supplement to 
the means of early education. The amount of knowledge ac- 
quired by the best scholars in the common schools is small, and, 
in some branches, necessarily imperfect, Much more knowledge 
is requisite in many of the pursuits and situations of future life, 
and the same is true with respect to the higher seminaries of 
learning. Besides, much of that which is learned in childhood 
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and youth, is chiefly valuable from the preparation it gives for the 
understanding of important subjects, and the prosecution of inter- 
esting studies in subsequent years; and which, if not thus 
brought into use, is soon forgotten. With good Public Libraries, 
every one will have it in his power to supply the deficiencies of 
his early acquisitions, and every one will be able to make what- 
ever knowledge he has acquired available in facilitating his 
further progress. 

2. Such Libraries will supply the whole people with ample 
sources of importaut practical information. Where there are 
social libraries these are but partially supplied to a select number. 
In many towns they are not within the reach of any but the most 
wealthy inhabitants. Public Libraries, designed for the benefit of 
all, will be made to meet the wants of all in this respect. Where 
they are provided, every farmer will have access to the best books 
on agriculture, every mechanic to the best books on the arts, 
every merchant and mariner to the best descriptions of the vari- 
ous parts of the earth, and the best exposition of the laws of 
trade and the sources of wealth. Would not this be a great 
advantage? Is it not important to practical men? would it not 
much promote their success, to become acquainted with what is 
already known on the subjects which occupy their attention ? 
And it is not undeserving of remark, that, even in the most 
simple and uniform operations of labor, it has been found that 
other things being equal, more is accomplished, and the work 
better done, by intelligent and well informed persons, than by 
those who are ignorant and in a low mental condition. 

3. Publie Libraries in our cities and towns will conduce much, 
not only to the industrial prosperity, but also to the intellectual 
and moral advancement of their inhabitants. Well selected, and 
may we not trust to the good sense of the people that suitable 
persons will be employed in their selection, they will contain many 
instructive and excellent books at their commencement, and this 
number will be greatly increased, even in the smaller towns, by 
the continual additions of subsequent years, before one genera- 
tion shall have passed away. Is it not apparent from the nature 
of the case, that the members of any community must be in much 
more favorable circumstances for their intellectual development 
and moral improvement with such libraries than without them ? 
Will not the young find in them the means of a higher and more 
extensive education? Will not the mature find in them much 
to enlarge their minds and guide and strengthen them in every 
good intention, word and work ¢ Will not the aged find in them 
much pleasant and improving occupation in their years of greater 
leisure and increasing retirement from the world? What do 
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books, which are books, contain ? — books which are well adapted 
to promote the legitimate and beneficial purposes of books ¢ 
They contain the best researches and discoveries ; the best con- 
ceptions, thoughts, sentiments and imaginations; the best aspira- 
tions and hopes; the best counsels and examples of the most 
enlightened, and gifted, and excellent men of all nations and ages. 
And can these treasures of knowledge, and wisdom, and good- 
ness, from which the great mass of the people, every where, are 
now almost wholly precluded, be made accessible to every mind ; 
can they be received into many minds, expanding them with 
larger views, inspiring them with better feclings, elevating them 
with higher aims, furnishing them with necdfal admonitions, 
excellent precepts and salutary examples, without a great ad- 
vancement in mental cultivation, and a great improvement of 
moral character ? How much ignorance would thus be removed, 
how much vice reformed, how much slumbering talent awakened, 
how much awakened talent aided and made efficient, how much 
done to make many in a high degree intelligent, well informed, 
useful and respectable citizens, and to correct, Improve and 
elevate the general character of the whole community, in five, 
in ten, in twenty, in fifty, in a hundred years, for such libraries 
needed as they are, and requisite to the suitable information and 
cultivation of the whole people as they always will be, are not 
only to be established in all our cities and towns, but are also 
infallibly destined to be maintained and augmented, and thus to 
become perpetual and increasing sources of benefit and blessing 
throughout all future ages an 
4. Such Libraries will be attended with various incidental ad- 
vantages of no small importance and interest. They will furnish 
suitable and accessible depositories for the preservation of impor- 
tant public documents, and the collection of rare and curious 
books. ‘They will encourage those who are preéminently capable 
of teaching and improving others, to produce new works of great 
utility and interest, by ensuring their universal distribution and 
their general perusal. ‘They will be favorable to all the _moral 
reforms of the day, by leading to more domestic habits of life, by 
diminishing the circulation of low and immoral publications, a 
by producing higher and more worthy views of the capabiliues o 
human nature, and the valuable and excellent purposes to which 
even the present life may be made subservient ; and what t 
especially deserving of consideration, they will much increase the 
ability and efficiency of all the other means of instruction and 
improvement. What can be more evident than that: the ete 
cations of public teachers must be very considerably increased ry 
their having access to such large and valuable sources of all kinds 
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of information; and it is equally apparent, that the benefits 
derived from instruction will always be in preportion to the pre- 
paration of its recipients, and that the same learned lecture, the 
- seme excellent sermon, the same able periodical, the same welf 
~ conducted newspaper, will communicate much more information, 
and be much more promotive of improvement, when those whom 
it addresses are already, in a considerable degree, enlightened 
and intelligent, tha if they were ignorant and unaccustomed to 
attention and reflection. 

I will ask the indulgence of the House but a few moments 
longer, while I observe 
5. That such Libraries as are contemplated in this bill, are 
found to be highly *teresting and useful in their practical opera- 
tion. I wish I could bring to the view of all who hear me, the 
Public Library which has recently been formed in the town I 
have the honor to represent, Wayland, in Middlesex County, a 
small town containing about eleven hundred inhabitants. More 
than two years ago, a gentleman, high in educational office, and 
distinguished by the zeal and ability he has manifested in his 
recent efforts to extend more widely the benefits of a collegiate 
education, President Wayland, of Brown University, in Rhode 
Island, offered a donation of five hundred dollars to the town, on 
condition that five hundred dollars shonld be raised by the ihabi- 
tants in addition to it, as a foundation for a Town Library. The 
requisite sum of five hundred dollars, was soon raised by subscrip- 
tion, and, although it was justly thought that the town had no 
lezal authority to raise money for library purposes, after some 
delay, occasioned by difference of opinion respecting the room to 
be provided for the reception of the books, it was resolved to pro- 
ceed by general consent, and measures were taken to form the 
Library and put it into operation. A spacious and convenient 
room, well painted, carpeted, lighted, warmed and furnished, 
with hook-case, table and chairs, was provided for its reception in 
the Town Hall. The selection of the books was confided to a 
committee, consisting of clergymen of the town, a learned 
civilian, and several intelligent and judicious citizens. Five 
hundred dollars have been expended, and with the addition of 
valuable presents from distinguished scholars of the Common- 
wealth, and approving friends of the more extensive and universal 
education of the people, the shelves have been partially filled 
with nearly seven hundred volumes. The remaining five hundred 
dollars is now being expended, and we shall soon have more than 
thirteen hundred volumes of the best books to be found in the 
farious departments of literature, science and art. The beautiful 
and commodious library room has become a favorite place of 


1 Pa SPR AREER AMOR. SAME 


— 


oe Le a ee 


—— 


& 


THE COMMON SCHOOL JOURNAL. 263 


resort. On Saturday afternoons ladies, and young ladies, and 
girls frequent it, and have a good time of friendly greetings and 
pleasant intercourse. In the evening men, and young men, and 
boys may be found there, spending an hour or two in 4 rational 
and useful manner, under the quiet influences and suggestive 
associations of the place. All carry away with them instructive 
and interesting books adapted to their peculiar capacities, tastes 
and wants, and furnishing them with innocent and improving 
occupation in their leisure hours. Now I will venture to say, 
that every inhabitant of that town, who reflects on the subject, 
must feel, that, in the establishment of this brary, rich and un- 
failing sources of entertainment, instruction. and improvement are 
provided for him, in which he may freely and fully participate as 
long as he lives. Every father and mother, who understands the 
subject, must feel, that in such a library their children will have 
alvantayes for acquiring much of that mental culture and general 
information, which is the principal and most valuable result of an 
extensive and liberal education. 

The books of this library are in much request. Nearly one 
third of the whole number are constantly out, going into almost 
every family, and being read with interest, and, it may be justly pre- 
sumed, with profit, by a large number of persons. Now is it not 
easy to see that such a library, permanently established and 
annually augmented, as it will be, with many new publications of 
interest and importance, must be a great benefit to the inhabitants 
of that town? Will they not become more enlightened and intel- 
lizent, and therefore more skillful and successful in their indus- 
trial pursuits, and more capable of judging and acting correctly 
on any subject which may come before them? Will they not 
become more refined in their tastes, more improved in their 
morals, more courteous in their manners, more careful to have 
good schools for their children, and instructive ministrations in 
their churches? And to meet an objection which may arise in 
some few minds, before the subject is generally well understood, 
will not the increased value of their real estate, in consequence 
of their having such a library, exceed a hundred fold all that they 
have expended in its establishment, or may yet expend in its 
augmentation ? 

If similar libraries shall be established in all our cities and 
towns, they will be attended with the same advantages and bene- 
fits; and if the amount of information and improvement to be 
produced in a small community is so very considerable, how great 
must it be when extended throughout the Commonwealth, with its 
million of inhabitants. The material wealth of the State, as we 
are informed, has been doubled within the last ten years. Who 
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can doubt that, by the general establishment and maintenance of 
Public Libraries, the mental wealth of the people, the treasures 
of useful and interesting knowledge acquired, the degrees of 
intellectual and moral cultivation attained, the increased capability 
of thought, feeling, action, and enjoyment produced 
gate amount would be far more than doubled in the 
of time. 

Such are some of the advantages and benefits which may be 
justly expected from the universal establishment and maintenance 
of Public Libraries in our cities and towns. , 

The bill before us, as I observed in the commencement of my 
remarks, not only authorizes, but also suggests, encourages, and 
is adapted to promote their formation, and, if passed, while it will 
unquestionably lead to their formation, in many instances, will 
place it in the power of the legislature, at any session, by grant- 
ing a small annual addition from the education fund, to the limited 
sum which shall be anywhere annually raised for the continual 
increase of such Libraries, to insure their establishment, increase 
and perpetuation in every city and town of the Commonwealth, 
within a very few years. I, therefore, hope the bill will be 
passed into a law, and with a high degree of confidence in the 
intelligence and wisdom of the members of the House, respect- 
fully submit it to their consideration and action. 
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RUB OR RUST. 


Idler, why lie down to die ? 
Better rub than rust. 

Hark! the lark sings in the sky,— 
Die when die thou must! 

Day is waking, leaves are shaking, 
Fetter rub than rust. 


In the grave there ’s sleep enough,— 
Better rub than rust. 

Death perhaps is hunger-proof,— 
Die when die thou must; 

Men are moving. breezes blowing, 
Better rub than rust. 


He who will not work shall want; 
Nought for nought is just ;— 
Won't do must do when he can’t, 

Better rub than rust. 
Bees are flying, sloth is dying, 
Better rub than rust. 
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